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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


November  1984  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  January 
1,  1985,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2074- MT  Zygmunt  Wons , UL.  Hirszfelda  6-M20,  02-776  Warszawa,  Poland 

(20th  Century  Coins  & Banknotes  of  Europe  and  North  America) 

2075- MT  Russell  E.  Stadt,  P.  0.  Box  8145,  Kentwood,  Mich.  49508 

(All  copper  and  bronze  coinage  by  type) 

2076- MT  Frank  E.  Simpson,  P.  0.  Box  818,  Tuolumne,  Calif.  95379 

(Copper  Coins  of  Latin  America,  World  Copper  Types) 

2077- MT  Robert  A.  Debelak 

2078- MT  Varrian  L.  Small,  323C  E.  College  Way,  Mt.  Vernon,  Wash.  98273 

(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

2079- MT  Kenneth  R.  Edic,  461  Rock  Beach  Road,  Rochester,  N.Y.  14617 

(Africa) 

2080- MT  Richard  Broderick,  P.  0.  Box  63,  Harrington  Park,  N.J.  07640 

(Ireland,  Vatican  Sede  Vacante,  ALL  Music  Coins) 

2081- MT  Stanley  G.  Silverman,  307  Prospect  Ave.,  Apt.  14A,  Hackensack, 

N.U.  07601  --  (Mexico,  U.  S.  Dollars,  Franklin  50<t  Proofs) 

★★★★★ 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to 
the  NI  Library. 

Jim  Haley 

EDMUNDS0N,  JOSEPH.  Collecting  modem  commemorative  medals.  Pub.  1972, 
247pp,  ill  us.  The  author  refers  to  English  medals  from  George  III  to 
date. 

HAZLITT,  W.  CAREW.  Coin  collecting.  Pub.  1905,  304pp,  ill  us . An  early 
work  on  the  general  history  of  coinage. 

RICKENBACKER,  WILLIAM  F.  Wooden  nickels  or3  the  decline  and  fall  of 
silver  coins.  Pub.  1966,  1 9 1 pp , not  illus.  How  the  author  perceived 
the  reduction  of  silver  in  U.  S.  coinage. 

TING,  MRS.  S.  P.  A brief  illustrated  history  of  Chinese  military  notes 
and  bonds.  Pub.  1981,  438pp,  all  illustrations  in  color.  Written  in 
both  English  and  Chinese. 

DURST,  LORRAINE  S.  & SANFORD  J.  World  silver  coin  value  guide.  Pub. 
1980,  53pp,  not  illus. 

LAPA,  FRANK.  Jewish  shekel  tokens.  Pub.  1972,  7pp,  w/plates. 

ALLEN,  J.  J.  CULLIM0RE.  Sovereigns  of  the  British  Empire.  Pub.  1965, 
60pp,  illus. 
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Russian  Numismatic  Society 

ILYIN,  ALEXEI  ALEXEYEVICH.  The  copper  coinage  of  Tsar  Peter  I 1700- 
1725.  1984  reprint  of  1918  work.  62pp,  w/plates.  Except  for  an 

introduction  in  English  the  work  is  in  Russian. 


Randolph  Zander 

RAMIREZ,  CARLOS  CASTAN.  Las  monedas  de  los  Reys  Catolicos  y de  la  Case 
de  Austria  1475-1700.  Pub.  1972,  257pp,  ill  us  - 

BYRNE,  RAY.  The  Dutch  colonial  coins  and  tokens  of  America  1645-1900. 

Pub.  1972  in  The  Numismatist  and  privately  bound.  36pp,  ill  us . 

HELVETISCHE  MUNZENZEITUNG.  HMZ  katalog  Schweiz  Liechtenstein  15  jahr- 
hundert  his  gegenwart.  Pub.  1977,  256p,  ill  us . 

AHMAD,  SHAMSUDDIN.  A supplement  to  Vol.  Ill  of  the  catalog  of  coins 
in  the  Indian  Museum  3 Calcutta.  The  Mughal  Emperors  of  India. 

Pub.  1939,  240pp,  w/plates. 


BARZAN,  RINO.  Prezzario  generale  delle  monete  prove  - progetti  - esper- 
imenti  - saggi  ccniati  nelle  varie  zecche  per  ccnti  duchi  principi  e 
sovrani  di  Casa  Savoia.  Pub.  1970  , 3 1 4pp , ill  us. 

JESSE,  WILHELM.  Der  zweite  Brakteatenfund  von  modesse  und  die  kunst  der 
Brakteaten  zur  Zeit  Heinrichs  des  Lcwen.  Pub.  1957,  93pp,  w/plates. 

VINICIUS,  JOSE.  De  moedas  do  Brasil  de  1643  a 1974.  Pub.  1974,  268pp, 
i 1 1 us  . 


RAMOS,  FELIPE  SILIEZAR.  Catalogo  monedas  y medallas  de  proclama  Centro 
America  y Panama  1733  a 1976.  Pub.  1976,  407pp,  ill  us . 


II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  NI  members  David 
Kwapisi  and  Donald  Kleckner  for  their  gifts  of  numismatic  material  to  the 
NI  Library. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Book  Librarian 

***** 


N.  I.  ATTRIBUTION  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


During  the  period  January  1 to  June  30,  1984,  there  have  been  59  requests 
for  service  fro  38  different  members  for  attribution  of  264  items,  as 
follows : 


Circulating  coins 
Tokens  and  jetons 
Medals 

Game  Counters 
Tourist  souvenirs 
Fantasies 
Counterstamps 
Necessity  issues 
Amulets 
Store  Cards 
Primitive  Money 


166  Exhibit  Awards 

32  Slot  Machine  Slugs 

6 Play  Money 

6 Jewelry 

5 Coin  Weights 

4 Apothecary  Weights 

3 Lottery  Tickets 

2 Ingots 

2 Coat  Buttons 

2 Paper  Money 

2 Unattributed  (illegible) 


2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 


Total  264 
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NI  MEETING  & EDUCATIONAL  PROGRAM  TO  BE  CONDUCTED  AT  NEW  YORK  INTERNATIONAL 


The  Thirteenth  Annual  New  York  International  Numismatic  Convention  will  be 
held  from  November  30th  through  December  2nd  at  the  Sheraton  Centre  Hotel, 
7th  Avenue,  between  52nd  and  53rd  Sts.,  New  York,  N.Y.  Additional  inform- 
ation may  be  obtained  from  Richard  Margolis,  Box  2138,  Teaneck,  N.J.  07866. 

Bill  Spengler,  NI's  Program  Moderator  for  NI  meetings  at  major  coin  shows, 
reports  that  NI  will  hold  a general  meeting  and  educational  program  on 
Friday  afternoon,  November  30,  at  3:00p.m.,  in  the  Monarch  Suite  of  the 
Sherator  Centre  Hotel . 

The  brief  general  meeting  will  report  anything  of  interest  regarding  the 
progress  of  N.I.  and  ask  for  input  and  ideas  from  participants.  Follow- 
ing this  meeting,  there  will  be  a 50-minute  educational  program  consist- 
ing of  two  short  presentations.  First,  Gene  Hessler,  well-known  numis- 
matic scholar  from  New  Jersey  (and  former  curator  of  the  Chase  Manhattan 
Money  Museum  in  New  York)  will  talk  on  "The  First  Banknote  Issues  of  the 
Bank  of  Abyssinia".  Following  that,  Bill  Spengler  will  talk  on  "Coin 
Collecting  in  Northern  India,  Revisited",  with  due  apologies  to  Charles 
J.  Rodgers  who  first  used  that  title  in  1894  to  cover  an  account  of  his 
numismatic  ramblings,  which  Mr.  Spengler  tried  to  replicate  in  1984. 

Other  activities  at  the  NYI  convention  will  include  four  major  auction 
sales:  Ponterio  & Associates  of  San  Diego,  California  will  conduct  a 

two  session  offering  highlighted  by  a special  Dutch  section  of  nearly  300 
lots,  outstanding  Proclamation  Pieces,  including  examples  of  Luis  I and 
Ferdinand  VI,  Chinese  and  Mexican  banknotes;  George  Frederick  Kolbe  of 
Crestline,  California,  in  association  with  Spink  & Son  of  London,  England, 
will  offer  an  outstanding  selection  of  rare  and  out-of-print  numismatic 
literature;  World  Art  Medals  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  will  present 
a fine  selection  of  world  commemorative  medals;  and  The  Numismatic  Auction 
Ltd.,  a branch  of  Tradart  of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  will  offer  a superb 
sale  of  ancient  Greek,  Roman  and  Byzantine  coins  of  exceptional  quality. 

The  latter  sale  will  be  held  at  the  Westbury  Hotel  at  69th  St.  and  Madison 
Ave. 

An  interesting  group  of  exhibits  of  ancient,  medieval  and  modern  foreign 
coins,  medals,  tokens  and  paper  money  will  be  highlighted  at  the  convention. 

92  booths,  manned  by  some  113  dealers,  will  make  up  the  Bourse,  including 
dealers  from  Australia,  Brazil,  Canada,  England,  France,  Holland,  Hong 
Kong,  Italy,  Norway  Spain,  Sweden,  Switzerland  and  West  Germany. 

In  addition  to  NI , many  other  numismatic  organizations  will  conduct  meet- 
ings and  educational  forums,  including  La  Soci§t£  Americaine  pour  I'Etude 
de  la  Numismatique  Francaise,  Oriental  Numismatic  Society,  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Society,  International  Bank  Note  Society,  Society  for  Medieval 
Numismatics  and  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society. 

************************************************************************** 

1492  WAS  A VERY  GOOD  YEAR!  The  Swiss  batzen  has  been  traced  back  to  a 
coining  reform  in  Berne  in  1492,  replacing  the  plapart,  and  continuing 
in  use  til  the  19th  century  when  the  present  Swiss  Confederation  was 
formed. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C^  = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  for  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  mul- 
tiple for  the  particular  year. 


GREAT  BRITAIN  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y34.2  - CX  (1895  all,  1896 

milled,  1897  dot,  1897  high  sea,  1899  close  & wide  milled);  Y35  - 1899, 
1901;  Y37  - 1899;  Y38  - 1899;  Y46  - C;  Y47  - CX  (1902  low  horizon,  1904, 
1908);  Y48  - CX  (1902  low  horizon,  1904,  1908);  Y49  - 1902,  1908,  1909, 
1910;  Y50  - 1907,  1908,  1909;  Y60  - C;  Y61  - 1911,  1916,  1917,  1919, 

1920,  1921,  1924  obv.  of  1924,  1927;  Y62  - CX  (1931,  1932);  Y63  - CX 
(1911,  1918H ,KN , 1919H  ,KN , 1922  rev.  of  1927,  1926  modified  head);  Y64 
- CX  (1933);  Y65  - C;  Y65a  - CX  (1920,  1926  modified  effigy);  Y66  - 
1911,  1916,  1918,  1919,  1920;  Y66a  - 1921,  1922,  1923,  1924;  Y67  - CX 
(1912,  1914,  1915,  1919);  Y67a  - 1926;  Y68  - 1913,  1917,  1918;  Y69  - 
1918;  Y70  - CX  (1927);  Y71  - 1928,  1935;  Y72  - CX  (1927,  1930,  1931); 

Y73  - 1928,  1931,  1935;  Y74  - 1929,  1931,  1933,  1936:  Y78  - 1925;  Y82  - 

C;  Y83  - C;  Y84  - C;  Y85  - C;  Y86  - C;  Y87  - C;  Y88  - C;  Y89  - CX  (1940); 

Y90  - CX  (1938,  1940);  Y91  - CX  (1938);  Y95  - C:  Y96  - C;  Y97  - C;  Y98  - 
C;  Y99  - C;  Y104  - C;  Y105  - C;  Y106  - CX  (1950);  Y107  - C;  Y108  - C; 

Y 1 09  - C;  Y110  - C;  Ylll  - C;  Y112  - CX  (1952);  Y114  - C;  Y116  - C; 

Y 11 7 - C;  Y 1 1 8 - C;  Y119  - C;  Y120  - C;  Y122  - C;  Y123  - C;  Y124  - C; 

Y127  - C;  Y128  - CX  (1970);  YA128  - CX  (1954,  1970);  Y129  - CX  (1970); 

Y 1 30  - CX  (1970);  Y131  - CX  (1964,  1970);  Y132  - CX  (1959,  1960,  1961,  I 
1964,  1966,  1970);  Y133  - CX  (1960,  1970);  Y134  - CX  (1970):  Y136  - C; 

Y 1 38  - C;  Y139  - 1971,  1973,  1974,  1975;  Y140  - C to  1980;  Y141  - 1971, 
1973,  1974,  1975,  1978,  1980;  Y142  - 1968,  1969,  1970,  1975,  1980;  Y143  - 

1968,  1969,  1970,  1971,  1973,  1974,  1975,  1980;  Y144  - 1969,  1976, 

1980;  Y146  - C;  YT1  - 1911 B , 1912B. 

GREECE:  Y1  - I860:  Y3  - 1869;  Y4  - 1869;  Y6a  - 1874;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - C; 

Y18  - CX  (1803);  Y19  - C;  Y20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C; 

Y34  - C;  Y35  - 1930L;  Y38  - 1954;  Y39  - CX  (1971);  Y40  - CX  - (1965, 

1969,  1971);  Y41  - CX  (1957,  1962  plain,  1965);  Y42  - CX  Tl965);  Y43  - 
CX  (1959,  1965);  Y44  - CX  (1965);  Y45  - CX  (1965);  Y46  - C;  Y47  - C; 

Y48  - 1964B;  Y49  - C;  Y50  - C;  Y51  - CX  (1970);  Y52  - C;  Y53  - C;  Y58  - 
C;  Y59  - C;  Y60  - C;  Y61  - 1971;  Y64  - C;  Y65  - C;  Y66  - C;  Y67  - C; 

Y68  - C;  Y70  - C;  Y74  - 1976;  Y75  - 1976;  Y76-  1976;  Y79  - 1976. 

GREECE  - CRETE:  Yl.l  - 1 901 A ; Y7  - C. 

GREECE  - IONIAN  ISLANDS:  C21  - 1819;  C24  - 1834,  1849  dot,  1951,  1857 
dot. 

GREENLAND:  Y5  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - C;  Y10  - C;  YlOa  - 1960. 


GRENADA:  Y5  - C. 

GUADELOUPE:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1903. 

GUATEMALA:  Y36  - 1876;  Y42  - 1880,  1881,  1884,  1886;  Y46  - 1888;  Y47  - 

1889,  1890;  Y49  - 1892;  Y60  - 1880,  1890;  Y61a  - 1890;  Y74  - CX  (1893, 
1894H,  1899);  Y75  - 1894;  Y77  - 1898;  Y82  - 1895,  1896,  1898;  Y85  - C. 

(Continued  next  month) 
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VI JAYAN AGAR  & ITS  COINS 

FORERUNNER  TO  MYSORE  AND  THE  NAYAKAS . 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln,  Nebraska , NI  #LM-12 

For  an  understanding  of  the  issues  of  the  South  India  peninsula  for 
its  final  150  years  of  independence  - the  states  carved  out  of  the 
old  Vijayanagar  Empire  - something  of  this  latter's  history  and  its 
coinage  need  to  be  known. 


The  Empire  was  itself  founded  on  the  ruins  of  Choi  a power  and  it  arose 
out  of  opposition  to  the  southward  expansion  of  Muslim  power.  It  was 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  river  Khrishna  (Fig.  1);  at  its  height 
it  was  territorially  large,  its  capital  city  covered  19  square  miles 
in  what  is  Mysore  state  (nr  Hospet)  and  it  was  the  last  great  Hindu 
empire  emerging  from  the  Middle  Ages.  It  was  described  by  Italian 
and  Persian  travelers  around  1420  A.D.  It  was  founded  by  two  broth- 
ers, once  Muslim  captives,  in  1336  A.D.,  Bukka  and  Hari  , as  a bulwark 
against  further  Muslim  power  which  already  had  carved  states  out  of 
the  Deccan.  For  its  200  years  of  history  it  was  constantly  at  war 
with  the  Muslim  Bahamanis,  Adi  1 Shahis,  Qutb  Shahis  and  others.  This 
was  also  the  time  of  growth  and  expansion  of  the  Portuguese  at  Goa 
because  the  established  powers  were  too  busy  fighting  one  another. 

Vijayanagar  was  ruled  by  four  successive  dynasties,  reaching  its 
greatest  extent  and  power  under  Krishna  Deva  Raya,  1509/29.  The  San- 
gamas,  the  original  dynasty  had  been  replaced  by  the  Salwas  briefly 
and  they,  in  their  turn,  were  replaced  by  the  family  of  Narasa  Tuliva 
Nyakas,  a military  commander  there.  This  family  in  turn  petered  out 
after  dynastic  rivalry  and  weak  rulers  to  be  replaced  by  the  Aravidu. 
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Following  the  death  of  Venkata  I the  slow  decline  began  and  was  hasten- 
ed after  1614.  The  dynasty  lingered  on  in  Mysore  until  1679  but  much 
of  the  old  kingdom,  not  already  conquered  by  its  Muslim  neighbors,  was 
ruled  by  the  independent  feudatories  whom  we  call  the  Nayakas. 

Considering  the  wealth,  the  extent  and  its  200  years  of  history  there 
are  relatively  few  coins  known  for  the  Empire,  particularly  when  one 
considers  the  huge  number  for  the  short  period  of  Haidar  and  Tipu. 

This  is  variously  due  to  the  length  of  time  for  which  coins  might  be 
in  use,  as  well  as  the  fact  the  older  issues  were  sometimes  copied 
time  and  again,  and  the  use  of  other  currencies  since  gold  went  by 
weight. 


The  first  coins  Mitchiner  lists  are  copper  coins  of  Bukka  I,  units  of 
3h  grams  which  was  to  be  a standard  weight  over  the  years  and  slightly 
lighter  than  that  used  by  the  Cholas.  These  are  fairly  regular,  thick- 


<1  s 

Sri  Vira  - Bupati  - Raya 


ish  pieces  portraying  the  monkey  god  Hanuman  on  the  obverse  and  on  the 
reverse  a three  line  legend  Sri  Vira  - Bupati  - Raya.  As  with  most 
Indian  coins,  there  is  no  date  (Fig.  2). 


Mitchiner  lists  relatively  little 
his  catalog  deals  only  with  the  s 
ly  to  encounter,  coupled  with  the 
predecessors  will  have  continued 


Sri  De  - varaya  % pagoda  Devaraya 


Fig.  3 Fig.  3a 


early  coinage  but  one  must  remember 
ecimens  the  average  collector  is  like- 
fact  the  coinage  of  the  Vijayanagar 
n use  for  many  years  as  the  new  realm 
was  being  established.  Silver  does 
not  occur  naturally  in  South  India 
so  the  coinage  was  all  copper  or 
gold.  The  gold  unit  was  the  pagoda 
(3.4  grams),  a different  weight  to 
that  in  use  under  the  Cholas,  but 
which  in  South  India  was  to  last  as 
a unit  until  the  end  of  independent 
coinage  there.  Half  and  quarter  pa- 
godas (1.7  and  0.8  grams)  also  were 
sometimes  struck  (Figs.  3,  3a). 


Since  Vijayanagar  was  a Hindu  Empire,  with  Hindu  rulers,  and  they  were 
contending,  primarily  with  Muslim  enemies,  religion  was  vital  and,  as 
often  was  the  case,  the  coins  show  Hindu  deities  on  one  side  with  the 
ruler's  name  on  the  reverse,  usually  in  three  lines.  Since  these  lat- 
ter are  separated  by  parallel  lines,  with  the  upper  line  being  fused 
with  the  top  of  the  characters  (i.e.  straight! ined,  with  rare  curves), 
the  legend  is  not  always  easy  to  read  for  anyone  unfamiliar  with  the 
script.  Often  the  flans  are  too  small  so  that  the  bottom  or  top  line, 
or  both,  may  be  cut  off  - or  the  line  be  too  short.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  these  parallel  lines  may  have  degenerated  into  the  trans- 
verse lines  and  symbols  found  on  the  anonymous  or  pre-Haidar  copper 
series  on  Mysore. 


Gold  types  shown  by  Mitchiner  are  these: 

1.  Siva  enthroned,  crosslegged,  with  Paravati , his  consort. 
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% Pagoda 
Harihara  II 


Reverse  (not  shown) 
reads : 

Sri  Pia  - tapa  Hari  - hara 

Fig.  4 


Fig.  4a 


2.  Vishnu  enthroned  with  Lakshmi.  This  type  was  later  copied  for 
the  Ikkeri  pagodas  (Figs.  4,  4a). 


Except  in  very  clear  specimens  these  two  gold  types  will  seem  the  same 
to  the  uninitiated.  The  main  difference  being  that  Siva  (Type  1.)  holds 
a trident  while  Vishnu  (Type  2.)  holds  a chakra  (discus,  see  Fig.  4a) 
in  his  right  hand  and  a sankh  (conch  shell)  in  his  left.  This  last 
became  the  symbol  used  by  Travancore  on  most  of  its  coins. 


3.  Balakrishna  enthroned,  with  chakra  and  sankh  above.  The  only 
detail  first  noticed  is  the  cross-legged  figure.  This  type  was 
to  be  copied  by  Krishna  Raja  Wodeyar  of  Mysore  some  300  years 
later,  a common  Indian  custom  for  coinage.  The  knowledgeable 
collector  can  distinguish  them  by  the  way  the  character  sri  is 
drawn.  There  are  also  forgeries  with  which  to  contend. 

4.  Rama  seated  with  Sita  and  Lakshmi.  Here,  often  only  2 of  the  3 
figures  are  visible. 

5.  Venkatesvara  standing,  facing  under  an  arch,  a rather  formalized 
design  and  one  which  is  also  found  sometimes  on  the  small  anony- 
mous bronze  coins  of  the  area. 


6.  A late  design.  Three  Swami , is  that  of  Vishnu  standing  facing 
with  a shorter  figure  on  either  side.  This  was  a forerunner  of 
the  pagodas  struck  by  various  foreign  powers  in  the  peninsula. 
These  have  no  legend  on  the  reverse,  only  a raised,  irregular, 
surface. 


7.  The  Doubled  Headed  Flying  Eagle,  Garuda,  a design  also  encounter- 
ed sometimes  on  small  anonymous  bronze  coins. 


A gold  fanam  was  introduced  (0.34  gms)  at  a later  date  and  of  these 
there  were  later  to  be  copied  by  the  Euopean  powers.  It,  too,  was 
influenced  from  outside. 


Malabar  Sri  Vira  type  Dutch  stylized  deity  type 

Fig.  5 Fig . 6 


i)  The  Malabar  Sri  Vira  type  (Fig.  5). 
ii)  A Dutch  type,  the  stylized  deity  (Fig.  6). 
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Both  types  had  a raised  irregular  surface  as  the  reverse. 

For  similar  types  of  fanams,  see  Travancore,  Cochin,  Calidut. 


Copper  Coinage 

For  the  copper  coins  struck  under  the  empire  Mitchiner  refers  to  1 unit 
[2h  grms)  and  a ^ unit  (1-3/4  grms)  whereas  Krause-Mishler1 s catalog 
used  the  Muslim  term,  dam  and  ^ dam. 


Besides  Bukka  I's  Hanuman  type  (Fig.  2),  Mitchiner  lists  the  followi 
obverse  designs  often  found. 


2.  The  humped  bull  (Figs.  7 & 8). 

3.  An  elephant  (Fig.  9). 


Fig.  7 

AE  unit  humped  hull  left. 
Krishna  Deva  raya.  Reverse 
reads : 

Krishna  (top)  — ra  (right)  - yalu  (below) 

If  &)  ~tr>  cjj  & j 

with  double  trident  in 
center.  Obverse  has  sun  and 
moon  above  bull's  back. 


Fig.  9 

Obverse:  Elephant  right. 

Reverse:  Legend  in  three  lines: 

n 3 *>?> 

ja  ganda  be  - runda  (2nd  & 3rd 
lines  only). 


ng 


Fig.  8 

AE  unit  humped  bull  right. 

Sri  Leva  Raya.  Reverse  reads: 

Sri  Deva  - Raya 

*31  A q si  -q 


Fig.  10 

Obverse:  Winged  Garuda. 

Reverse:  3-lined  legend  reads: 

si  a 

Sri  Fra  - tapa  Krishna  - raya 


4.  A winged  Garuda.  This  is  a five  unit  piece  (16^  grms),  a large 
and  distinctive  coin  (Fig.  10). 

5.  A galloping  horse. 

The  reverses  are  3 line  legends,  the  portion  of  the  ruler's  name  usual- 
ly being  preceded  by  Sri,  in  various  forms,  as  on  the  gold  coins.  Flans 
are  usually  too  small  to  that  the  top  or  bottom  line  is  cut  and  the 
copy  of  each  character  is  a part  of  the  dividing  line  so  that,  to  the 
unpractised,  the  legend  does  not  seem  to  bear  much  resemblance  to  the 
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Often  the  coins  are  worn  with  long  use  and  so  hard  to  read.  In  some 
units  there  may  be  a sun  and  moon,  or  other  symbols  in  the  field, 
dagger,  trident,  etc.  The  sun  and  moon  in  the  field  is  found  on  the 
anonymous  pre-Haidar  coinage  of  Mysore,  and  also  with  some  of  Tipu's 
elephant  coins.  Probably  there  are  other  animals  or  figures  to  be 
found. 

All  illustrations  are  through  the  courtesy  of  M.  Mitchiner. 

References : 

Elliot.  Coins  of  South  India. 
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M.  Mitchiner.  Non-Islamic  States  & Western  Colonies. 

Ramosan.  Vijayanagar  Coins  in  Andhra  Pradesh. 

Tuffnell.  Hintsto  Coins  Collectors  in  Southern  India. 

********************************************************************* 
EAST  GERMANY,  20  PFENNIG  COINS 


by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  # 1559 


The  German  Democratic  Republic  has 
issued  the  only  20-pfennig  coins 
since  1892  (all  others  were  demon- 
etized in  1902-1903).  The  20-pfennig 
piece  of  the  DDR  is  aluminum-bronze, 
has  a diameter  of  22mm  and  has  a 
smooth  edge.  It  is  the  only  non- 
aluminum coin  in  the  normal  range 
of  DDR  coinage.  The  DDR  has  been 
reluctant  to  use  better  metals  for  coinage  since  better  metals  would 
require  the  use  of  metals  that  would  use  scarce  foreign  exchange. 


The  20-pfennig  coin  is  an  exception  because  it  needed  to  be  a differ- 
ent color  to  distinguish  it  from  the  aluminum  10  and  50  pfennig  coins. 
The  aluminum  coinage  since  1956  has  been  designed  so  that  each  denom- 
ination is  exactly  two  millimeters  larger  than  the  next  smaller.  This 
scheme  left  no  room  for  a round  20-pfennig  coin  when  one  was  created 
in  1969. 


The  coin  is  curiously  like  the  Austrian  20-groschen  piece  of  1950-54. 
In  that  period  Austria  had  a zinc  and  aluminum  coinage  similar  to  the 
current  aluminum  ones  of  the  DDR.  Perhaps  the  East  Germans  got  the 
idea  from  Austria  or  simply  similar  problems  result  in  similar  solu- 
tions . 


********************************************************************** 
BARTER  IN  JAPAN 

In  the  years  immediately  after  World  War  II,  American  soliders  stationed 
inJapan  found  that  money  was  no  good, but  cigarettes,  chocolate,  toilet 
paper  and  sugar  were  very  good  trading  items  for  necessities  they  traded 
for  with  the  Japanese  villagers  living  along  the  coastal  villages. 
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EXLIBRIS  ILLUSTRATING  COINS 


by  Reinhold  Jordan , Schweinfurt,  West  Germany , NI  if  1993 

The  slogan  "buy  the  book  before  the  coin"  is  no  invention  of  our  times. 
Since  the  beginning  of  coin-collecting  in  the  16th  century  there  have 
been  libraries  specializing  in  numismatic  litereature,  some  of  which 
(now  large  libraries  of  famous  museum  collections)  have  survived. 

Since  about  1550  the  use  of  bookplates  (exlibris)  - little  sheets  of 
paper  identifying  the  belonging  of  a book  to  a certain  library  - came 
into  use.  Soon  those  exlibris  became  collector's  items  themselves. 

Many  of  those  early  bookplates  show  the  arms  of  the  owner  or  other 
symbols  related  to  him.  Others  were  connected  with  the  main  interests 
of  the  owner  and  a last  group  fascinates  me  because  of  the  artist's 
work  (sometimes  rather  famous  artists). 

The  use  of  bookplates  declined  in  the  early  19th  century  but  became 
more  popular  again  at  the  turn  of  this  century. 

Although  there  are  some  large  general  collections,  in  our  times  most 
collectors  specialize  in  bookplates  of  certain  artists,  certain  tech- 
niques, certain  geographical  areas  or  certain  themes.  Several  years 
ago,  a German  numismatist  wrote  a little  booklet  devoted  to  numismatic 
bookplates  (now  out  of  print)!.  He  incorporated  as  well  bookplates 
picturing  coins  as  bookplates  owned  by  well-known  numismatists  without 
showing  coins.  The  result  was  a well  documented  list  covering  some 
300  different  exlibris  of  233  owners. 

Of  course  the  author  of  this  first  catalog  did  not  know  every  numis- 
matic exlibris  in  existence  as  many  numismatic  exlibris  do  not  come 
to  the  open  before  the  decease  of  the  library's  owner.  Moreover,  many 
new  bookplates  have  been  introduced  by  numismatists  since  that  time  in 
many  countries  of  the  world.  Being  in  connection  with  5 or  6 fellow 
collectors,  I would  estimate  our  "combined  knowledge"  to  cover  more 
than  600  different  numismatic  bookplates  (worldwide). 

Collecting  these  exlibris  is  a very  fascinating  hobby  for  me.  Most 
of  those  little  sheets  of  paper  picture  coins  - coins  of  different 
parts  of  the  world  and  of  different  ages  from  antiquity  to  present. 
There  are  many  ways  an  artist  is  able  to  picture  a coin  and  there 
are  many  ways  to  print  such  pictures  on  the  paper. 

A great  part  of  those  numismatists  using  an  exlibris  for  their  numis- 
matic library  are  well-known  scholars  or  owners  of  prominent  collec- 
tions - thus  a collection  of  numismatic  exlibris  tends  to  become 
some  sort  of  "who's  who  in  numismatics".  Whenever  I get  news  of  a 
numismatist  whose  bookplate  is  not  yet  in  my  collection,  I try  to  get 
a copy  of  his  exlibris  and  some  data  including  the  name  of  the  artist, 
yqar  of  introduction  and  special  interests  of  the  owner. 

In  order  to  give  a little  idea  of  the  possibilities.  I'll  comment  on 
some  items  in  my  collection. 

a - Exlibris  of  Dr.  Peter  Hammer  (DDR)  picturing  the  Carisisu-Denar , 
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a hammer  (name!),  his  initials  PH  and  a number  of  alchimistic  and 
chemical  symbols  indicating  the  metals  Mr.  Hammer  is  working  with. 
Mr.  Hammer  is  a scholar  specializing  in  the  metallography  of 
coins  (microscope!)  and  has  written  many  valuable  articles. 

Artist:  Thomas  Brand,  Germany. 


a. 


b. 


b - Exlibris  of  Miroslav  Mixta  (Czechoslovakia).  Mr.  Mixta  is  a col- 
lector of  banknotes.  His  exlibris  indicates  him  "riding  his 
hobby" . 

Artist:  Jar.  Vildt,  Czechoslovakia. 


c - Exlibris  of  Udo  Franz  (Germany). 
Mr.  Franz  is  a collector  of  Ger- 
man auction  catalogues  and  of 
numismatic  exlibris  (worldwide). 
The  coin  pictured  on  the  book  is 
a British  crown  of  1821  with  St. 
George  killing  a dragon. 

Artist:  Antal  Ferry,  Hungary. 


eXUBRIS  NUWSNVAT1CIS 


ReiNHOLD  Jordan 


d. 
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d - My  own  exlibris  picturing  an  augustal  of  Friedrich  II,  German 
Emperor.  The  coin  has  been  minted  in  Sicily. 

Artist:  Herbert  Ott,  Germany. 

Of  course  many  numismatic  bookplates  including  the  special  coin  pictur- 
ed on  them  do  have  a special  story  and  are  fully  understandable  only 
by  the  owner  and  his  friends.  In  every  case  exlibris  in  coin-books 
are  some  sort  of  interesting  souvenir  documenting  previous  owners.  It 
may  be  fascinating  to  reconstruct  the  fate  of  an  old  coin-book  by 
means  of  the  exlibris  you  might  find  in  it. 


1 - Numismatiker  Exlibris , by  Walter  Grasser  (Munich  1979). 
********************************************************************** 
TOKENS  AROUND  US:  GUATEMALA 


Guatemala s FINCA  MUJULIA  / 1895  / COSTA  CUCA.  Rev.:  PASCUAL  MONTERROSA 
/ 1 / CAJON  (in  wreath)  / C. A.  / L.H.  Moise  S.F.  (B29t/t  C-N/b 


The  term  Costa  Cuca  immediately  identifies  this  token  as  having  been 
issued  in  Guatemala.  The  area  was  located  in  one  of  the  West  Coast 
coffee  growing  regions  of  the  country  and  the  term  is  now  in  disuse. 
This  29mm.  brass  token  from  the  Finca  Mujulia  is  dated  1895,  its 
probable  year  of  issue.  The  date  coincides  with  the  period  in  which 
the  maker,  L.H.  Moise  of  San  Francisco,  assumed  control  of  the  die- 
sinking firm  from  C.  A.  Klinkner. 

The  reverse  denomination,  1 Cajon , is  defined  by  Ulloa  as  "a  measuring 
box  normally  holding  25  pounds  of  freshly  picked  coffee  beans."  The 
tokens  were  given  to  the  pickers  as  tallies  for  work  performed,  that 
is  for  a load  of  beans.  In  turn  the  pieces  may  have  been  exchanged  for 
cash  by  the  company.  They  likely  carried  an  unstated  cash  value  as 
well  at  hacienda  or  local  community  stores.  Neither  Jason  or  Clark 
list  this  token.  (Sources:  J.  Schimmel  collection;  and  Roberto  Ulloa 
Llach , TOKENS  OF  EL  SALVADOR y unpublished  draft,  1980). 


DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  the  Prince  Edward  Island  Cent  1871  is  the  only  deci- 
mal coinage  of  the  island,  the  only  coin  issued  in  Canada  with  the  royal 
title  in  English  and  the  only  coin  struck  for  a then  British  possession 
in  Canada  by  the  Heaton  Mint  without  a mintmark.  (Submitted  by  Don  Etzel) 
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REDUCED  SILVER 
COINAGES  OF  1906-07 

by  John  DeMarais,  Dallas , Texas,  NI  #1539 

In  the  years  1906  and  1907  Japan,  Korea,  the  Philippines,  the  Straits 
Settlements  and  Chi  le  reduced  the  silver  content  of  their  coins.  This 
reduction,  like  most  such  reductions,  was  caused  by  a rise  in  the 
price  of  silver.  The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  discuss  the  reas- 
ons for  these  reductions. 

After  1870  the  world's  output  of  silver  increased  dramatically.  The 
industrial  countries  increasingly  adopted  currencies  based  on  gold 
and  abandoned  older  silver  or  bimetallic  standards.  They  closed 
their  mints  to  the  unlimited  coinage  of  silver  and  coined  only 
enough  silver  to  provide  commercial  demands  for  small  change.  The 
price  of  silver  fell  dramatically  because  of  increased  production 
and  lessened  demand.  It  fell  from  a price  of  $1.29  per  ounce  in 
1873  to  about  $0.50<£  per  ounce  in  1902.  In  other  words,  the  ratio 
of  silver  and  gold  fell  from  about  16:1  in  1873  to  40:1  in  1902. 
Nations  which  continued  to  allow  unlimited  coinage  of  silver  found 
their  currencies  composed  almost  exclusively  of  silver,  for  Gresh- 
am's law  drove  under-valued  gold  coins  from  circulation  and  dis- 
couraged the  conversion  of  gold  into  under-valued  coins  at  the  mints. 

After  1895  a number  of  nations  undertook  the  process  of  converting 
their  silver-based  currencies  to  gold-based  ones  in  order  to  avoid 
the  problems  of  having  a currency  that  was  subject  to  continual 
fluctuation  and  depreciation.  The  process  involved  closing  their 
mints  to  the  unlimited  coinage  of  silver,  selling  surplus  silver 
to  purchase  necessary  gold,  and  issuing  properly-valued  gold  coins. 
This  latter  step  usually  resulted  in  gold  pieces  that  were  much 
smaller  than  the  ones  struck  on  earlier  standard  of  about  16:1. 

The  Japanese  reform  of  1897  illustrates  this  pattern.  As  establish- 
ed in  1870,  the  yen  was  equal  to  24.2611  grams  of  silver  or  1.5000 
grams  of  gold.  This  represents  a ratio  of  16.17:1.  With  the  fall 
in  the  value  of  silver,  little  gold  was  brought  to  the  mint,  and 
the  metal  currency  came  to  consist  of  silver  for  the  public  pre- 
ferred to  pay  in  cheaper  coin  rather  than  dearer  ones.  The  value  of 
the  yen  fell  with  the  value  of  silver. 

In  1897  Japan  decided  to  convert  to  a gold  standard.  By  doing  so 
the  yen  would  become  stable  in  relation  to  the  currencies  of  the 
other  industrial  nations.  The  new  gold  content  of  the  yen  was  to 
be  .7500  gram.  The  coinage  of  silver  one-yen  coins  was  suspended, 
and  many  of  the  existing  one-yen  coins  were  counterstamped  with 
the  Japanese  character  "gin",  meaning  silver  (illustrated  following 
page).  They  were  exported,  and  the  counterstamp  effectively  excluded 
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their  return  to  Japanese  circulation. 

From  1896  a large  number  of  gold  coins 
were  struck.  The  realistic  valuation  of 
the  yen  in  terms  of  gold  encouraged  the 
coinage  of  gold  and  prevented  its  melt- 
ing for  profit.  The  coinage  of  minor 
silver  coins  continued  on  the  pre-1897 
standard.  The  effective  ratio  for  them 
was  now  28.74:1.  From  1897  all  silver 
coinage  was  controlled  carefully  by  the 
government,  and  all  profits  from  it  went 
to  the  state.  Between  1895  and  1905  such 
reforms  also  occurred  in  Korea,  Peru, 
Ecuador,  Panama,  Chile,  Mexico,  the  Phil- 
ippines and  the  Straits  Settlements.  The 
important  point  of  this  discussion  so 
far  is  the  fact  that  these  nations  coined 
silver  and  gold  at  a ratio  nearly  twice  as  high  as  those  nations 
which  adopted  gold  standards  in  the  1870's.  As  long  as  the  silver- 
gold  ratio  remained  40:1,  none  of  the  silver  coinages  of  nations  on 
gold  standards  was  threatened. 


Silver  One  Yen  with  " gin " 
Counterstamp 


But  circumstances  began  to  change.  Beginning  in  the  1890' s,  new 
methods  of  extraction  and  refining  were  applied  to  the  great  gold 
fields  of  the  Klondike,  Western  Australia  and  the  Rand  in  South  Africa. 
The  production  of  gold  soared.  The  production  of  silver  was  also 
great,  but  despite  the  greater  increase  in  the  production  of  gold, 
the  price  of  silver  continued  to  fall  until  1902.  In  the  next  few 
years  the  price  of  silver  recovered.  By  1906  the  ratio  of  silver  to 
gold  was  30:1.  (As  numismatic  evidence  of  the  greatly  increased 
production  of  gold  in  the  period  of  1890  to  1914,  look  at  the  mintages 
of  gold  coins  for  Great  Britain,  Australia,  the  United  States,  Ger- 
many and  other  nations,  and  compare  them  to  pre-1890  mintages.) 

At  a ratio  of  30:1,  the  silver  coinages  of  several  of  the  nations 
which  had  adopted  gold  standards  from  1895  to  1905  began  to  pour  into 
melting  pots.  The  silver  coinages  of  several  other  such  nations  were 
threatened  if  the  ratio  fell  much  below  30:1.  At  this  point  I would 
like  to  describe  the  situation  as  it  applied  to  the  silver  coinages 
of  various  nations. 


The  effective  ratio  of  silver  one-yen  coins  and  gold  coins  in  Japan 
after  1897  was  32.34:1  while  the  ratio  for  the  minor  silver  coins 
was  28.74:1.  A ratio  of  30:1  meant  that  silver  one-yen  coins  could 
be  melted  for  profit.  While  the  minor  silver  coins  could  not  yet  be 
melted  for  profit,  a further  rise  in  the  price  of  silver  would  also 


Japan  20  Sen,  Yrs.  39-44  Type 
(1906-1911) 

4.  05g. , . 800  Silver 


send  them  to  the  refinery.  To  pre- 
vent a shortage  of  small  change, 
the  Japanese  government  reduced 
the  silver  content  of  the  minor 
coins  so  that  it  would  not  be 
profitable  to  melt  them  until  the 
ratio  fell  below  21.6:1.  The  new, 
reduced  coins  are  the  sunburst  type 
first  dated  1906  (year  39).  These 
have  a silver  content  equal  to  75% 
of  the  previous  types.  No  alter- 
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ation  was  made  in  the  silver  content  of  one-yen  coins  though  their 
coinage  was  suspended  during  1906. 

In  1903  the  value  of  the  Philippine  peso  was  fixed  at  fifty  United 
States  cents,  and  a heavy  silver  coinage  was  introduced.  All  Philip- 
pine silver  coins  were  struck  on  the  same  standard  and  were  worth 
more  as  bullion  if  the  ratio  of  silver  to  gold  fell  below  32.34:1. 

The  problem  of  disappearing  silver 
coins  was  met  by  reducing  the  sil- 
ver content  of  the  silver  peso  from 
24.26  grams  to  16.00  grams  (a  new 
ratio  of  21.26:1).  The  silver  con- 
tent of  silver  coins  smaller  than 
one  peso  was  reduced  even  more  so 
that  the  effective  ratio  for  them 
Philippines  20  Centavos  1908  was  19.93:1.  The  reduced  coinage 

4,Og.,  .750  Silver  is  that  series  beginning  with  the 

date  1907. 


The  British  authorities  in  the  Straits  Settlements  abandoned  the  sil- 
ver standard  in  1904  and  pegged  the  Straits  dollar  at  28  pence  ster- 
ling. The  new  distinctive  dollars  of  1903  and  1904  were  struck  at  a 


Straits  Settlements 
50  Cents /Half  Collar  1907 
lO.lg.  , .900  Silver 


12.  Og.j  .900  Silver 


ratio  of  28.78:1  while  smaller 
silver  pieces  were  struck  at  a ratio 
of  25.77:1.  The  British  pre-empted 
any  possible  melting  after  1906  by 
resetting  the  ratio  for  all  silver 
coins  at  21.6:1.  New,  smaller  dol- 
lars and  50-cent  pieces  were  struck 
beginning  with  the  1907  issue  al- 
though the  smaller  silver  denomin- 
ation on  the  new  standard  were  not 
struck  until  the  1909  and  1910 
issues.  This  delay  was  possible 
because  the  older,  small  denomin- 
ation weathered  the  1906  crisis  be- 
cause the  market  ratio  did  not  fall 
near  25.77:1 . 

Chile  also  reduced  the  size  and 
weight  of  its  silver  coins  during 
this  period  of  rising  silver  prices. 
During  1907  it  reduced  both  the 
fineness  and  weight  of  its  minor 
silver  coins  so  that  the  effective 
ratio  became  10.92:1  instead  of 
the  previous  18.20:1.  At  either 
level  these  coins  were  not  threat- 
ened by  a 30:1  ratio.  Silver  pesos 
were  coined  from  1902  to  1905  at  a 
ratio  of  25.49:1.  Coinage  of  these 
ceased  during  1905,  and  when  it 
resumed  in  1910,  pesos  were  struck 
at  a new  ratio  of  19.66:1. 


Mexico  was  caught  in  the  midst  of  her  great  monetary  reform  of  1905 
when  silver  moved  toward  30:1.  While  this  threatened  the  old  silver 
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coins  which  were  pegged  at  a ratio  of  32.6:1,  it  also  meant  that  Mexico 
could  dispose  of  much  of  her  surplus  silver  at  good  prices  in  order  to 

procure  adequate  gold  to  carry  out 
reform.  Mexico  made  no  alteration 
in  the  weight  of  1-peso  coins,  and 
these  were  not  struck  during  the 
years  1906  and  1907.  The  coinage 
law  of  1905  provided  that  new  minor 
silver  coins  were  to  be  struck  at 
a ratio  of  26.66:1.  Because  this 
was  below  the  market  ratio  of  30:1, 
the  coinage  of  new  50,  20  and  10 
centavo  coins  continued  undisturbed. 

Panama's  silver  coinage  of  1 904- 

1905  was  struck  at  a ratio  of 
29.9:1.  However,  no  reduction  was 
made  in  1906-1907  and  no  silver 
coinage  was  produced  in  the  1906- 

1915  period.  What  effect  the  30:1 
ratio  of  1906  had  on  the  silver 
coins  circulating  in  Panama  I do 
not  know,  but  apparently  the  coin- 
age weathered  the  crisis,  for  a few 
more  silver  coins  were  struck  in 

1916  on  the  1904  standard.  I also 
do  not  know  if  the  introduction  of 
cupro-nickel  coins  in  Haiti  from 

1906  to  1908  was  related  to  this 
rise  in  the  price  of  silver.  It  may  have  been  related  to  some  other 
kind  of  economic  stress. 

The  30:1  ratio  of  1906  had  no  effect  on  those  nations  which  had  had 
gold  standards  and  struck  silver  coins  near  the  old  ratio  of  16:1. 

This  included  most  of  the  industrial  world.  Russia  struck  its  major 
silver  coins  at  an  intermediate  ratio  of  23.24:1  and  was  likewise  un- 
affected. Those  nations  which  still  adhered  to  a purely  silver  stand- 
ard, such  as  Iran,  Afghanistan,  China,  Hong  Kong  and  Indochina,  were 
also  unaffected.  However,  their  currencies  rose  with  the  value  of 
silver,  and  certain  natural  advantages  and  disadvantages  were  incurred 
in  international  trade. 

After  1906  the  price  of  silver  began  to  decline  and  by  1909  the  ratio 
was  back  to  40:1.  It  remained  thereabouts  until  World  War  I.  Several 
silver  coins  which  were  not  reduced,  such  as  the  Japanese  1-yen  piece 
and  the  Mexican  1-peso  piece,  were  again  produced  in  limited  quantities 
beginning  in  1908.  However,  they  were  just  as  much  token  coins  as  the 
pieces  which  had  undergone  much  reduction  in  1906  and  1907. 

The  information  on  the  background  of  the  metal  markets  in  this  period 
was  obtained  from  J.  H.  Chapman,  The  Economic  Development  of  France 
and  Germany  3 1815-1914  (Cambridge,  The  University  Press,  1966).  Coin- 
age ratios  were  computed  from  the  data  compiled  by  Holland  Wallace  in 
R.  S.  Yeoman,  Modem  World  Coins  (Racine,  Whitman  Publishing  Company, 
1977). 


Panama  25  Centesimos 3 1904 
12.50g.3  .900  Silver 


********************************************************************** 
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SUCCESSFUL  COIN  COLLECTING 


(How  I built  a beautiful  collection  of  over  3,000  different  world  type 
coins  in  less  than  2 years  for  25  cents  or  less  per  coin.) 


by  Marlin  Etzel 3 Sgt.  Bluff 3 Iowa,  NI  # 1415 


In  April  of  1976,  another  coin  collector  and  I were  discussing  the  then 
current  high  prices  of  world  coins,  when  the  comment  was  made,  "I  wonder 
what  kind  of  collection  could  be  made  with  junk  tray  coins?".  This 
comment  was  the  catalyst  for  the  project  which  resulted  in  a collection 
of  over  3,000  different  type  coins  of  the  world  with  more  coins  added 
periodically  that  are  still  obtained  for  25  cents  or  less. 

The  following  month  (May  of  1976),  the  first  coins  to  go  into  the  col- 
lection were  purchased  at  the  monthly  Sioux  City,  Iowa  flea  market. 

They  were  not  exceptional,  and  cost  10  cents  to  25  cents  each.  Except- 
ional purchases  were  to  come  later  in  the  building  of  the  collection. 

As  a result  of  this  purchase,  a top  figure  of  25  cents  each  coin  was 
arrived  at,  and  a plan  for  building  the  collection  was  established. 

The  plan  for  building  the  collection  was  quite  simple: 

1.  Let  all  your  fellow  coin  collectors  become  aware  of 
the  project. 

2.  Visit  coin  shops. 

3.  Attend  coin  shows. 

4.  Visit  flea  markets. 

5.  Have  a coin  collecting  vacation. 

6.  Trade  duplicates. 

7.  Record  the  collection. 

8.  House  the  collection. 

1 . Let  all  of  your  fellow  coin  collectors  become  aware  of  the  project . 

Membership  in  a local  coin  club  is  very  important  for  the  achievement 
of  success  in  this  category.  As  a result  of  advising  others  in  the 
local  coin  club,  several  members  brought  a number  of  minor  coins  which 
were  purchased  within  the  price  limits,  and  another  member  in  his  trav- 
els as  a truck  driver  obtained  170  different  pieces  which  he  sold  to 
me  at  the  cost  of  10  cents  each  coin  and  another  group  of  considerably 
fewer  pieces  at  25  cents  per  coin. 

Another  collector  friend  living  some  distance  from  me  sent  a number  of 
coins  which  were  added  to  the  collection  with  the  only  cost  being  that 
of  paying  for  shipping. 

A number  of  coin  dealers  of  my  acquaintance  were  very  obliging  in  that 
foreign  minor  coins  were  set  aside  for  me  to  check  before  offering 
them  to  others.  In  every  case  the  prices  set  by  the  dealers  was  within 
the  price  limitations.  One  fellow  set  a price  of  15  cents  each  and 
from  him  I obtained  a number  of  quite  scarce  coins  with  the  price  still 
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15  cents  each,  even  though  he  was  advised  that  the  coins  were  scarce. 

2.  Visit  coin  shops.  I have  read  that  the  "junk  tray"  (a  box  or  tray 
where  unwanted  coins  are  placed  by  many  coin  dealers  and  sold  at  a fix- 
ed price  per  coin,  regardless  of  catalog  value)  is  a thing  of  the  past. 
Not  so.  I have  found  junk  trays  with  quality  coins  all  the  way  from 
San  Antonio,  Texas  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  with  the  best  junk  trays 
of  all  in  a small  coin  shop  in  the  Minneapolis  suburb  of  Richfield. 

The  last  time  that  I was  in  this  shop,  the  10  cent,  15  cent  and  25  cent 
trays  contained  literally  thousands  of  coins  each.  Two  of  the  many 
nice  coins  found  in  junk  trays  within  the  past  couple  of  months  are  a 
Danish  West  Indies  half-cent  in  VF  and  an  Italian  Somaliland  1 besa, 
also  in  VF.  I have  found  coins  in  junk  trays  cataloging  in  excess  of 
$50.00  each,  with  coins  cataloging  several  dollars  each  not  uncommon. 
[Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  values  are  used  here.) 

3.  Attend  coin  shows.  If  you  haven't  visited  a coin  show  recently,  do 
so.  Here  you  will  find  numerous  dealers  with  foreign  coins  in  books 
for  you  to  go  through  and  you  may  find  a number  of  coins  within  the 

25  cent  price  that  you  haven't  previously  obtained.  Also,  many  dealers 
at  shows  will  have  boxes  of  assorted  coins  for  you  to  go  through.  If 
you  don't  see  boxes  of  assorted  foreign  coins  on  their  tables,  ask  if 
they  brought  any  "junk  coins"  with  them.  If  they  say  "no",  you  aren't 
out  a thing,  but  if  you  don't  ask,  you  may  be  passing  up  a few  good 
buys. 

Cultivate  friendship  with  the  coin  dealers  at  coin  shows.  If  you  are 
friendly  with  them,  they  will  be  willing  to  part  with  many  coins  that 
you  can  use  within  the  price  range  of  25  cents  or  less,  however,  do 
not  expect  to  buy  coins  which  the  dealer  has  already  priced  at  $1.00 
or  more  for  25  cents.  There  is  a good  chance  that  you  won't  get  them, 
nor  will  you  make  friends  with  the  dealer. 

4.  Visit  flea  markets.  A modern  American  pehnomenon  is  the  flea  mar- 
ket. It  has  spread  from  cities  to  rural  areas,  and  there  is  usually 
one  or  more  per  month  in  most  areas  of  the  U.S. 

Many  flea  market  dealers  have  foreign  coins  on  their  tables,  and  a num- 
ber of  the  part  and  full  time  coin  dealers  are  in  regular  attendance 
at  many  flea  markets.  You  will  have  much  the  same  opportunity  with  the 
coin  dealers  at  flea  markets  as  you  would  at  a coin  show.  In  some 
cases  you  will  get  better  prices  at  a flea  market  than  a coin  show  be- 
cause the  flea  market  table  rent  is  lower  than  the  table  rent  at  a 
coin  show  and,  the  flea  market  coin  dealer  usually  doesn't  depend  on 
coin  sales  for  a livelihood. 

At  a Sioux  City  flea  market  early  in  the  formation  of  the  collection, 

53  different  coins  were  purchased  at  10  cents  each.  The  total  catalog 
value  of  the  53  coins  was  $198.00.  And,  the  dealer  at  the  table  told 
me  that  no  one  had  stopped  to  look  at  the  10  cent  coins  that  day  or 
the  day  before. 

A word  of  caution.  Before  buying  coins  from  flea  market  dealers,  it 
is  a good  idea  to  check  the  coin  for  evidence  of  casting.  A good  lOx 
or  1 6 x magnifier  is  handy  for  checking  the  coin.  I have  encountered 
a number  of  counterfeit  coins  at  flea  markets. 
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The  typical  response  from  the  dealer  in  such  cases  is  usually,  "It 
looks  OK  to  me",  then  the  coin  is  returned  to  the  case  for  the  next 
potential  buyer. 

Don't  assume  that  only  rare  and  scarce  coins  are  counterfeited.  I've 
seen  coins  with  a face  value  less  than  a U.S.  cent  that  were  counter- 
feited. In  some  cases,  had  the  counterfeiter  been  caught  making  such 
low  value  coins  (and  I'm  sure  that  some  of  them  were),  he  would  have 
faced  the  firing  squad  or  the  executioners  sword,  but  hunger  was  strong- 
er than  the  fear  of  death  and  the  low  value  coin  was  all  that  he  had 
to  imitate. 

Another  disadvantage  to  flea  market  coin  buying  is  that  some  of  the 
dealers  may  be  ignorant  of  the  coin  values  and  try  to  sell  it  for  more 
than  the  coin  is  worth.  In  a case  such  as  this,  refuse  the  offer  and 
don't  be  discouraged  by  it. 

5.  Have  a coin  collecting  vacation.  If  you  use  your  vacation  for 
traveling,  visit  coin  shows,  coin  shops  and  flea  markets  along  the  way. 

To  take  advantage  of  a coin  collecting  vacation,  I frequently  plan  my 
route  so  as  to  visit  major  state  coin  shows  along  the  way,  and  have 
been  in  attendance  at  state  shows  in  Iowa,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  and 
Minnesota.  All  of  the  state  shows  have  offered  successful  coin  finds. 

6.  Trade  duplicates.  If  you  are  alert,  you  will  notice  that  some  coins 
are  much  more  common  than  others.  When  you  have  gotten  to  a point 
where  you  can  recognize  the  uncommon,  buy  them,  even  though  you  may 
already  have  the  coin  in  your  collection.  These  duplicates  can  be 

used  to  up-grade  your  collection  or  they  can  be  traded  with  other  col- 
lectors and  dealers  for  coins  you  don't  already  have.  If  you  trade 
with  coin  dealers,  don't  expect  to  get  full  catalog  value,  however, 
if  it  is  a nice  desirable  coin,  you  should  expect  to  get  50%  of  catalog 
value  or  more  in  a trade. 

I have  gone  to  major  coin  shows  and  purchased  scarce  coins  from  one 
dealer's  junk  tray  and  short  time  later  at  the  same  show,  traded  the 
junk  tray  coin  for  nice  silver  crowns,  which  make  a nice  addition  to 
the  collection. 

7.  Record  the  collection.  Good  records  are  important  so  that  you  can 
tell  which  coins  you  have,  and  which  you  need  for  the  collection.  You 
may  of  course  use  any  method  you  find  convenient,  but  I have  found  that 
marking  off  the  coin  as  they  are  obtained  in  a copy  of  Yeoman's  A Cata- 
log of  Modem  World  Coins  and  Current  Coins  of  the  World  by  the  same 
author,  makes  a convenient  record  for  reference  and  to  carry  while  coin 
hunting. 

8.  House  the  collection.  Because  we  are  trying  to  keep  the  cost  of 
the  collection  at  a minimum,  I would  recommend  that  individual  coins 
be  kept  in  2 x 2 envelopes  and  housed  in  card  stock  boxes  made  for  the 
storage  of  2 x 2 envelopes.  The  major  advantage  of  envelopes  is  that 
they  provide  plenty  of  space  for  information  about  the  coin,  and  are 
inexpensive  (more  so,  if  purchased  through  the  mail  from  dealers  listed 
in  the  coin  press  papers  under  "Accessories"  in  the  classified  section). 

A major  disadvantage  to  2 x 2 envelopes  is  that  the  coins  have  to  be 
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removed  to  be  seen. 


As  I write  my  concluding  remarks,  the  collection  consists  of  a total 
of  3,102  different  type  coins  of  the  world  which  grade  from  strong  V 6 
to  Uncirculated  and,  none  of  the  coins  are  damaged  except  for  a minor 
rim  nick  or  two.  I HOUSE  THEM  IN  A BANK  VAULT,  and  frequently  add  new 
coins  to  the  collection  by  using  one  or  more  of  the  methods  listed. 

Of  course,  I cannot  guarantee  you  the  same  success  that  I have  encount- 
ered, but  if  you  do  decide  to  try  my  methods,  I wish  you  much  success 
and  hope  that  you  find  the  search  as  enjoyable  as  did  I. 

(Ed.  note:  This  article  was  submitted  in  response  to  a call  for  such 

material  in  an  article  by  Robert  Provost  in  the  July,  1984  issue  of 
the  NI  BULLETIN,  pp209-210.) 

****************  *********************************************  ********* 
BALBINUS , A RARITY  ON  COLONIAL  COINS 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine,  NI  #1832 


The  British  Museum  has  only  7 
medallions  of  Pupienus  incl.  duplicates , 
and  none  of  Balbinus  (mid  1970's). 


CILICIA,  TARSUS.  238  AD.  AE  36  Medallion.  Laur.  bust  of 
Balbinus  rt.,  wearing  cuirasse  and  paludamentum.  Rev:  Selene  in 

chariot  to  rt.  drawn  by  two  bulls.  BMC  , Weber , Hunter . 

This  fine-very  fine  medallion  has  some  weakness  on  the  right  side 
(but  not  affecting  the  portrait) . 

The  99  day  co-emperor  with  Pupienus,  one  of  the  rarest  to  get  on  a 
colonial  coin.  The  Mabbott  collection,  very  strong  in  Tarsus  Medal- 
lions did  not  have  a Balbinus  or  Pupienus;  the  former  owner  waited  a 
long  time  for  this  one,  and  it  will  be  a long  time  before  another  comes 
on  the  market.  A collector  would  have  to  consider  himself  fortunate  to 
have  a colonial  of  both  Balbinus  AND  Pupienus.  Can  you  imagine  how  long 
it  took  to  put  this  collection  together  since  it  also  contains  five  of 
Pupienus. 

********************************************************************** 

DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  in  Brazil.. the  Cruzeiro  comes  from  the  word  "Cross". 
The  cross  is  the  emblem  of  the  Brazilian  republic,  (by  Don  Etzel) 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed 
in  this  section  for  publication  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section. ) 

PROBLEMS  OF  MEDIEVAL  COINAGE  IN  THE  IBERIAN  AREA.  A book 
which  consists  of  24  papers  by  various  authors  and  edited 
by  Mario  Gomes  Marques,  this  new  release  is  described  as 
"an  exceptionally  broad  survey  of  a rapidly  moving  frontier 
of  numismatic  investigation".  The  book  is  representative 
of  current  research  of  the  coinage  of  the  medieval  Iberians 
which  is  being  performed  in  Portugal,  Spain  and  abroad. 

Four  review  articles  update  nondestructive  methods  of  coin 
analysis,  calculation  of  the  approximate  number  of  coins 
struck  from  die-link  statistics  and  the  use  of  numerical 
taxonomy  in  numismatics.  Other  papers  deal  with  systems  of 
weights,  statutes  governing  coinage,  variations  in  currency 
throughout  Middle  Ages,  Moslem  influences  on  the  Iberian 
monetary  systems  and  other  topics.  360  pages. 

All  papers  have  been  translated  into  English  for  this  book 
which  is  available  for  US$15  from: 

Nuno  Goncalves,  Clube  Numismatico  de  Portugal,  Rua  Angelina 
Vidal  40,  1100  Lisboa,  Portugal. 

- Information  from  promotional  literature 
submitted  by  Ran  Zander. 

Two  new  books  on  Roman  coins: 

COINAGE  & FINANCES  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  DOMITIAN  (Oxford,  Bar. 
1983.  193  pp.,  VIII  plates  Lstg  .10)  and 

THE  CUNETIO  TREASURE:  ROMAN  COINAGE  IN  THE  THIRD  CENTURY 
A.D.  (by  E.  Besley  & R.  Bland.  British  Museum  1983. 

199  pp. , 40  plates  Lstg  25.). 

These  are  2 recent  books  which  may  be  of  interest  to  those 
collectors  attracted  to  Roman  coins.  The  Domitian  book  is 
essentially  a background  one  which  may  be  of  more  interest 
to  the  economist  or  those  interested  in  the  finances  of 
this  period  rather  than  the  general  collector.  Its  basic 
value  is  with  the  silver  coinage  (Domitian's  gold  being 
rare)  and  for  it  the  analysis  in  the  book  depends  on  one 
large  hoard.  The  author  uses  a production  figure  of  30,000 
coins  per  die  which  will  be  of  interest  to  those  who  study 
die  concerns. 

The  Cunetio  treasure  consists  of  5^*951  coins  from  2 hoards 
which  were  likely  buried  between  271/1  (sic)  and  274/5 
respectively.  Unfortunately,  the  2 hoards  were  considerably 
mixed  before  they  reached  the  hands  of  authorities  and 
scholars.  The  coins  are  essentially  the  base  silver  issues 
Central  Empire , Gallienus  and  Claudius  II  with  the  bulk  of 
the  Gallic  Emperors,  Postumus  and  Victorinus.  The  book  is 
essential  for  collectors  of  mid-third  century  Roman  coins 
as  it  supercedes  the  RIC  volumes  (particularly  vol.  V)  for 
that  period.  The  coins  point  up  a modern  problem.  They 
were  found  by  treasure  seekers  and  for  their  finding  one 
must  be  glad,  but  the  manner  of  it  destroyed  the  archeo- 
logical context  and  their  mixing  before  research  equally 
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destroyed  valuable  information. 


- Information  from  I.  C.  6.  Campbell 


PRICE  GUIDE  TO  CANADIAN  MEDALS.  This  new  reference  by  Paul  Nadin-Davis 
was  published  in  Ottawa,  Canada  on  October  1st,  1984.  It  is  based  on 
the  work  of  Dr.  Jos.  LeRoux,  the  noted  Canadian  numismatist  who  authored 
the  standard  catalog  of  Canadian  medals  around  the  turn  of  the  century. 
This  book  is  the  first  comprehensive  attempt  at  a price  guide  for  this 
extensive  series. 

Dr.  LeRoux' s basic  work,  "The  Canadian  Coin  Cabinet",  has  been  the  stand- 
ard reference  on  Canadian  medals  ever  since  publication  in  the  1890s.  It 
emcompasses  every  type  of  medal  issued  in  Canada  from  early  Indian  Chief 
medals  to  the  prolific  commemorative  issues  of  the  late  1800s.  A supple- 
ment was  issued  a few  years  later  contained  many  new  issues,  which  un- 
fortunately were  only  listed  with  brief  descriptions. 

The  LeRoux  work  was  reprinted  in  Winnipeg  in  1964,  and  again  in  Ottawa  by 
Nadin-Davis  Numismatics/Doublas  Robins  in  1982.  The  reprint  was  a huge 
success,  with  many  hundreds  of  copies  selling  immediately.  The  need  re- 
mained for  a price  guide. 

In  addition,  the  original  work  says  nothing  of  metals  in  which  the  various 
medals  were  issued.  Dr.  Nadi n-Davi s 1 s new  edition  contains  detailed 
listings  of  metals  in  which  the  various  medals  are  known  to  exist,  along 
with  pricing  for  the  most  common  grade  in  which  each  medal  is  found. 
Extensive  additional  notes  detail  varieties,  mulings,  etc.,  based  on  a 
survey  of  several  major  collections  of  Canadian  medals. 

Copies  of  the  CANADIAN  MEDAL  PRICE  GUIDE  are  available  at  $10  postpaid 
from  Nadin-Davis  Numismatics,  P.  0.  Box  95,  Station  "A",  Ottawa,  Ontario, 
Canada  KIN  8V1 . The  basic  LeRoux  volume  (1983  reprint)  which  is  required 
for  use  in  conjunction  with  the  price  guide,  is  also  still  available  in 
limited  quantity  at  $15.00,  also  postpaid. 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
MEXICO,  STAINLESS  STEEL  PESO,  1984 


by  John  DeMarias,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  # 1539 

A reduced  size  1-peso  coin  has  joined  the  Mexican  currency.  It  is 
stainless  steel,  24.5mm  in  diameter,  and  has  a smooth  edge.  It  bears 
the  standard  obverse  used  on  news  issues  since  1980.  The  reverse  has 
the  bust  of  Jos6  Morelos,  his  name,  the  denomination,  date  and  mintmark. 
The  bust  of  Morelos  is  similar  to  that  used  on  the  1-peso  coins  of  1950, 
but  it  faces  in  the  opposite  direction. 

The  peso  is  now  worth  slightly  more  than  one-half  cent  U.S.  Needless- 
to-say,  the  peso  coin  is  still  far  too  large,  and  must  bea  burdersome 
cost  for  the  mint.  But  to  the  Mexican  government,  the  peso  is  more  a 
matter  of  pretense  than  cost  and  convenience.  A subway  ride  in  Mexico 
City  costs  only  1 peso.  This  cost,  however,  is  also  an  illusion  - a 
subsidized  coin  for  a subsidized  fare.  What  Mexico  needs  is  a good 
16-19  millimeter  peso  coin. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

SIX  RECENT  RUSSIAN  NUMISMATIC  BOOKS  FROM  THE  U.S.S.R. 


Six  books  of  widely  differing  contents  that  may  be  of 
interest  to  readers  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  are: 

1)  Irina  Levanova  Dzhalagania  - MONETNYA  KLADY  GRUZII. 

KLAD  SASANIDSKIKH  I VIZANIISKIKH  MONET  IZ  TSITELI  TSKARO 
(PERYAJA  CHAST’).  Softcover,  70  x 108  l/l6 , printing  of 
1500  copies,  142  pp  + lvi  plates.  Izdatel " stvo 
"Metsniereba"  Tbilisi  1980.  $3.50 

This  book  describes  a coin  hoard  of  4-58  (452  Sasanid,  6 
Byzantine)  silver  coins  found  in  1977»  10  kilometres  SW  of 
Tsiteli  Tskaro,  Georgian  SSR.  The  descriptions  of  the 
Sasanid  material  include  the  catalogue  numbers,  the  dates 
(A.D.),  the  mint  names,  the  reverse  Pehlevi  legends  and 
the  reference ( s) . The  3 rulers  represented  are  Khusro  I 
Anushirwan  (531-579  A.D.)  nos.  l-37a,  45  pieces;  Hormizd 
(579-590  A.D.)  nos.  38-303>  314  pieces;  and  Khusro  II 
Parwez  (590-628  A.D.)nos.  304-460,  195  pieces.  Of  the  34 
mints  represented,  the  most  frequent  is  Nishapur-Abrshahr 
(96  pieces:  17.1$).  3 Byzantine  rulers  are  represented: 

Heraclius  & Heraclius  Constantine  (615-631  A.D.)  nos.  46l- 
464,  4 pieces;  Heraclius,  Heraclius  Constantine,  and 
Heraclion  (632-641  A.D.)  nos.  465-466,  2 pieces.  In 
general,  the  plates  are  of  good  enough  quality  to  enable 
the  reader  to  check  the  readings.  This  book  will  be  of 
primary  interest  to  those  interested  in  the  Sasanid  series. 

2)  Azgar  Gatapllovich  Mukhamadiev  - BULGARO-TATARSKAJA 
MONETNAJA  SISTEMA  XII-XV  vv.  Softcover,  70  x 90  l/l6 , 
printing  of  3900  copies,  164  pp  + xxi  plates. 

Izdatel' stvo  "Nauka"  Moskva  1983 . $4.50 

This  is  the  latest  work  of  the  well  known  Turkish  scholar, 
A.G.  Mukhamadiev.  The  contents  of  his  book  are  as  follows: 
Introduction  pp  3-8;  Chapter  Is  Principal  centres  for 
minting  coins  on  the  lower  Volga  during  the  Xll-XVth 
centuries,  (a)  Bulghar,  Bulghar  al-Makhrusa,  (b)  Saray, 
Saray  al-Makhrusa,  (c)  Saray,  Saray  al-Jadid,  (d)  Bilar, 

(e)  Ukak,  (f)  Hadji  Tarkhan,  (g)  Mukhshi,  (h)  Saray-chuq, 
(i)  Bulghar,  Bulghar  al-Jadid,  and  (j)  Gulistan,  Gulistan 
al-Makhrusa,  & Gulistan  al-Jadid  pp  9-23;  Chapter  2: 
Monetary  terms  and  monetary  calculations  in  the  lower  Volga 
area  in  the  pre-Mongol  period  pp  24-40;  Chapter  3’  Monetary 
and  monetary-weight  systems  of  the  lower  Volga  in  the 
middle  & second  half  of  the  Xlllth  century  pp  41 —6 1 ; 

Chapter  4:  Monetary  weight  system  of  the  first  half  of  the 
XIVth  century  pp  62-87;  Chapter  5*  Monetary  weight  system 
of  the  second  half  of  the  XIVth  century  pp  88-114;  Chapter 
6:  Monetary  weight  system  of  the  XVth  century  pp  115-141; 
Appendix  pp  142-158;  Bibliography  pp  159-163;  Abbreviations 
p 164.  The  plates  include  photographs  & line  drawings  and 
the  former  leave  much  to  be  desired.  This  book  should  be 
on  the  shelves  of  those  interested  in  the  monetary  history 
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ox  the  Golden  Horde  (Khans  of  the  Qipchaq)  with  the  Blue 
Horde  (Batuids)  centred  in  southern  Russia,  with  their 
capital  at  Saray  on  the  lower  Volga.  Album  notes  of  the 
Golden  Horde  that  "Their  coins  are  scarce  outside  of  the 
Soviet  Union  where  they  have  been  found  in  abundance, 
hoards  of  several  tens  of  thousands  at  a time  having  been 
reported. " . 

3)  German  Evgen'evich  Kruglov  - CHTO  TAKOE  FALERISTIKA. 
Softcover,  84  x 108  1/32,  printing  of  30,000  copies,  80  pp, 
Minsk  "Polymja"  1983,  $1.75 

The  printing  of  30,000  copies  as  opposed  to  the  relatively 
low  printings  of  the  books  already  mentioned  is  evidence  of 
the  popularity  in  the  USSR  of  the  collecting  of  "znachki" 
(lapel  pins  and  badges).  The  literature  on  these  exonumis- 
matic  items  is  scant.  Apart  from  some  popular  articles  in 
publications  as  COIN  WORLD,  I am  unaware  of  any  reference 
material  in  English.  Among  the  more  interesting  badges 
illustrated  are  those  of  the  first  "Young  Pioneers"  (p.  13) > 
the  1,000th  year  of  Viteb  (p.  19) > Kizhi,  Solovki  (p.  27), 
Bakhchisaray , Tula,  Nalchik,  & Elbruz  (p.  33) » Barysau  & 

U Kaliche  (p.  3^)*  Gabrovo,  Shipka,  Varna,  & Mongol  (p.  35) » 
Buchenwald  & Holland  (p.  36),  Belgium  & Luxemburg  (p.  38). 
various  automobiles  (p.  48),  those  made  of  metal  (p.  51 )> 
of  glass  & amber  (p.  53) » of  ceramics  & plastic  (p.  53) 
and  of  coats  of  arms  (p.54). 

4)  Al'bert  Stepanovich  Domank  - ZNACHKI  V0INSK0I  D0BLESTI. 

Softcover,  84  x 108  1/32,  printing  of  100,000  copies,  109 
pp.  Izdatel'stvo  D0SAAF  Moskva  1982.  $2.50 

The  same  comments  could  be  made  about  the  total  printing  as 
were  made  about  Kruglov's  book.  This  is  another  book  about 
lapel  pins  & badges  (112  items)  but  more  specialized  and 
dealing  with  items  of  military  valour.  The  24  coloured  & 

8 black  & white  plates  (between  pps.  32-33.  48-49,  80-81  & 
96-97)  include  such  interesting  items  as  the  Red  Guard 
badge  dated  1917  (#1).  participation  in  the  Battle  of  Hal- 
hin  Gol,  1939  (#13).  award  for  mineclearing  1974  (#42)  and 
award  for  blood  donor,  first  class,  1964  (#104).  This  book 
as  well  as  the  previous  one  are  well  worth  the  cost  for 
those  who  collect  this  type  of  material. 

5)  Georgii  Antonevich  Kolesnikov  & Aleksandr  Mikhailovich 

Rozhkov  - 0RDENA  I MEDALI  SSSR.  Hardcover,  60  x 84  l/l6, 
printing  of  65,000  copies,  304  pps.  + 47  plates.  Moskva 
Voennoe  Izdatel'stvo  1983.  $3.75 

Another  item  of  military  interest  is  this  reprint  (I978)  of 
a book  on  Russian  orders  & medals  (97  including  various 
classes)  of  the  USSR.  The  coloured  plates  are  superb. 
Appendix  2 is  interesting  (pps.  281-287)  and  lists  the 
names  of  recipients  and  dates  of  receipt  of  the  "Golden 
Star"  which  was  awarded  4 times  each  to  Leonid  Il'ich 
Brezhnev  and  Georgii  Konstantinovich  Zhukov,  Marshalls  of 
the  Soviet  Union. 
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6)  Avraam  Aronovich  Nudel'man  - TOPOGRAFIJA  KLADOV  I NAK- 
HODOK  EDINICHNYKH  MONET.  Arkheologicheska ja  Karta  Moldav- 
skoi  SSR  8 Vypusk.  Softcover,  60  x 90  l/l6,  printing  of 
1,045  copies,  196  pps , Izdatel'stvo  "Shtiintsa"  Kishinev 
1976.  $3.75. 

This  is  a useful  hook  for  the  topography  of  coin  hoards 
and  single  finds  in  the  Moldavian  SSR.  The  Moldavian  SSR 
is  a constituent  republic  of  the  USSR,  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  Ukrainian  SSR,  on  the  southeast  by  the  Black  Sea  and 
on  the  south  and  west  by  Romania.  Contents  are  as  follows: 
Introduction:  pp.  5~9»  Chapter  1:  Short  historical  sketch 
of  coinage  in  Moldavia  (pp.  10-44);  Chapter  2:  Finds  of 
ancient  coins.  There  are  24  of  these  including  material 
from  the  premonetary  period,  Cyzicus,  Istria,  Macedonia, 
Tyre,  barbaric  "Macedonian",  1st  coinless  period,  Roman, 

2nd  coinless  period  (pp  45-80);  Chapter  3*  Finds  of  medie- 
val coins.  There  are  40  of  these  including  material  from 
the  following  periods:  (a)  Byzantine,  3rd  coinless  period, 
Kufic,  West  European  coins,  4th  coinless  period,  Golden 
Hoard,  (b)  Period  of  Feudal  Lords  and  (c)  Turkish  dominion 
(pp.  81—153) ; Conclusion  (pp.  154-155);  Index  of  finds 
(pp.  156-172);  Bibliography  (pp.  173-181);  Abbreviations 
(pp.  182-184);  Maps  (10  maps)  of  coin  finds  (pp.  185-194) 
and  Table  of  contents  (pp.  195-196). 

All  6 books  can  be  ordered  through  VICTOR  P.  KAMKIN  BOOK- 
STORE INC.,  12224  PARKLAWN  DRIVE,  ROCKVILLE,  MARYLAND  or 
from  other  firms  specializing  in  Slavic  books. 

- Reviews  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert. 

*********** 

Munro-Hay,  S.C.,  THE  COINAGE  OF  AKSUM.  168  pages  with  line 
drawings  throughout.  Hardcover,  1984.  Available  from 
Scott  Semans,  P.0.  Box  13007,  New  Orleans,  La.,  USA  7OI85. 
$35  plus  postage. 

This  is  the  long-awaited  volume  on  the  obscure  coinage  of 
the  African  kingdom  of  Aksum  (or  Axum) , geographically 
situated  at  present-day  Ethiopia.  Sources  on  both  Aksum' s 
history  AND  coinage  are  rare  and  normally  not  in  English. 
The  last  attempted  corpus  of  Aksumite  coinage  was  by  F. 
Vaccaro  in  1967»  in  Italian. 

According  to  Dr.  Munro-Hay,  Aksumite  coinage  runs  from 
circa  270  to  circa  740  and  thus  does  not  neatly  fit  into 
either  an  ancient  or  medieval  classification,  but  rather 
is  a bit  of  both.  The  early,  pagan  kings'  coinage,  because 
of  continuing  geographic  isolation,  is  reminiscent  of  typi- 
cal medieval  caricature  depictions.  However,  the  continu- 
ous gold  coinage  attests  to  Aksum 's  place  as  a world  power 
at  the  time.  The  book  lists  35  known  Aksumite  kings,  22 
of  whom  are  only  known  to  history  through  the  coinage  as 
no  other  evidence  of  their  rule  has  as  yet  been  unearthed. 
The  author  also  gives  a count  of  all  types  known  to  him, 
thereby  establishing  a relative  rarity  guide  for  the 
series.  While  no  price  guide  is  given,  the  above  census 
is  a vast  improvement  over  previous  price  estimates  such 
as  Mitchener's  "ANCIENT  AND  CLASSICAL  WORLD". 
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As  one  would  expect  with  such  a coinage,  the  present  volume 
raises  as  many  questions  as  it  answers.  Rigourous  analysis 
of  the  meagre  facts  enables  Munro-Hay  to  substantially 
rearrange  Vaccaro's  list  of  Kings  as  well  as  correcting 
other  errors  of  his  attribution.  Approximately  100  coin 
types  are  listed  and  described  with  the  aid  of  clear  line 
drawings.  One  may  question  why  plates  were  not  used,  but 
given  the  crudity  and  paucity  of  the  coinage  (less  than 
3,000  total  Aksumite  coins  known  to  exist),  line  drawings 
are  clearly  the  most  readable  solution. 

On  the  negative  side , the  author  skims  the  history  of  Aksum 
which  would  have  given  substance  to  the  coins  had  it  been 
adequately  covered.  In  spite  of  this,  the  book  is  highly 
recommended  for  both  the  beginning  and  advanced  collector 
of  this  fascinating  coinage. 

- Reviewed  by  Gerard  Anaszewicz  (NI-1985). 

********** 

LOS  T LAC OS  Y PIL0NES  MEXICAN OS  by  Dr.  Alberto  Francisco 
Pradeau.  Softcover.  Published  by  the  Numismatic  Society 
of  Puebla,  Mexico  in  1963.  128  pages  + 11  plates.  Index 

& detailed  Bibliography.  Available  for  $25  postpaid  in  the 
USA  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave . N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792 

The  title  is  difficult  to  translate  into  English  because 
the  literal  translation  of  one  word  and  the  actual  Mexican 
usage  of  the  other  do  not  translate  well.  However,  "MEXICAN 
TOKENS"  is  an  acceptable  translation  of  the  title. 

This  book  is  a detailed  listing  of  the  tokens  in  the  collec- 
tions of  Dr.  Alberto  Pradeau  and  Don  Rufino  Lavin  and  is  one 
of  the  few  works  in  any  language  to  have  as  many  Mexican 
tokens  included.  As  57  of  the  pieces  are  illustrated  (both 
obverse  & reverse),  the  book  will  be  useful  even  to  collec- 
tors who  do  not  read  Spanish. 

The  edition  was  limited  to  250  numbered  copies,  some  of 
which  were  destroyed  in  a fire.  In  fact,  the  small  number 
of  copies  now  available  are  all  new  but  show  slight  edge 
discolouration  from  the  fire. 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa 

*********************************************************** 

LA  CECA  REPUBLICANA  DE  OAXACA/Acunaciones  de  Plata.  By 
Antonio  Deana  Salmeron  with  prologue  by  Jose  Francisco 
Pedraza.  Puebla,  Mexico  1977*  Index,  illus.,  I87  pp  and 
bibliography.  Softcover.  $23.50  postpaid  in  USA  and 
available  from  Dale  Seppa  (address  above). 

In  keeping  with  other  works  by  the  same  author,  this  title 
is  well  done  & worth  having.  It  is  a detailed  & illustrated 
listing  of  all  silver  8 reales  of  the  1858-1893  period, 
there  is  also  a detailed  numismatic  history  of  Oaxaca  from 
the  very  beginning  until  operations  ceased.  Included  with 
the  book  is  a 12  page  update  published  in  Puebla  in  1979. 
Printing  was  limited  to  527  numbered  or  lettered  copies. 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa 
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ORIGEN  Y EVOLUCION  DEL  PAPEL  MONEDA  by  Luis  Maria  Novelli. 
San  Nicolas,  Argentina,  1984.  List  of  other  works  published 
and  18  pages.  Softcover.  $4  postpaid  in  USA  and  available 
from  Dale  Seppa  (address  given  above). 

This  is  a detailed  analysis  of  the  origin  & evolution  of 
paper  money.  Possibly  more  detailed  works  exist  in  other 
languages  but  this  work  nevertheless  includes  important  inf- 
ormation. A must  for  the  collector  of  paper  money  of  the 
Spanish-speaking  countries  because  it  is  one  of  the  few 
detailed  works  published  in  South  America  on  the  subject. 

- Information  from  Dale  Seppa 

*********************************************************** 

CANADIAN  MUNICIPAL  TRADE  DOLLARS  by  Serge  Pelletier.  Paper 
cover,  170  pages,  6"x9".  CDN$11.50  postpaid  from  the 

publisher:  Unitrade  Press,  Box  172,  Station  A,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  Canada,  M5W  1B2. 

This  work  is  the  first  completely  illustrated  catalogue  on 
the  subject  of  Canadian  Municipal  Trade  Dollars  and  it 
covers  more  than  900  trade  dollars  - from  the  first  one 
issued  in  1958  through  1983.  Also  included  are  municipal 
trade  notes  as  well  as  a section  on  die  varieties.  Trade 
dollars  are  listed  according  to  their  issuing  municipality. 
The  issuing  municipalities  are  listed  alphabetically  under 
the  province  or  territory  in  which  they  are  located.  The 
following  information  is  given  for  each  trade  dollar:  a 
photograph  of  both  obverse  and  reverse,  name  of  the  issuer, 
date,  descriptions  of  obverse  & reverse,  the  issuing  mint, 
weight,  diameter,  metallic  composition,  mintage  for  each 
metal  and  a valuation.  Similar  data  are  provided  for  the 
major  die  varieties  and  for  municipal  trade  notes. 

NI  member  and  author  Serge  Pelletier  at  age  24,  is  likely 
one  of  the  youngest  numismatists  to  have  issued  a catalogue 
on  a major  numismatic  topic.  He  began  his  study  of  the 
series  in  1978  at  age  17  and  issued  the  first  listing  of 
these  issues  ever  compiled  in  January  of  I98O.  His  work  in 
this  field  is,  I feel,  a good  example  to  young  numismatists 
that  there  is  still  work  that  can  be  done  in  numismatics  & 
that  it  can  be  done  by  them. 

Trade  dollar  collecting  is  now  quite  a popular  hobby  thanks 
to  this  catalogue  and  the  various  checklists  issued  by  the 
author.  There  are  probably  more  than  a thousand  collectors 
of  Canadian  municipal  trade  dollars  with  approximately  20% 
residing  in  the  USA.  In  1984,  93  Canadian  municipalities 
have  issued  trade  dollars  honoured  by  participating  merch- 
ants in  the  issuing  municipality  for  part  or  all  of  this 
year. 

- Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

*********************************************************** 

PAPAL  MEDALS  FROM  THE  AGE  OF  THE  BAROQUE  (1526  to  1747)  by 
Nathan  T.  Whitman  and  John  L.  Varriano.  Published  by  the 
University  of  Michigan.  188  pages,  soft  cover,  9"  x 12", 

350  photographs.  Available  from:  Edward  A.  Jencius,  P.0. 

Box  391 » Brooklyn,  N.Y. , USA  11209.  $16.50  postpaid. 
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Without  equal  in  the  USA  and  unique  in  the  annals  of  numis- 
matics, the  University  of  Michigan  has  published  the  first 
serious  American  work  of  Whitman  & Varriano  (both  of  whom 
are  professors  of  the  History  of  Art).  It  is  a catalogue 
of  papal  medals  in  the  form  of  history  and  gives  information 
in  detail  on  the  art,  the  pope  and  the  engraver  with  refer- 
ences. The  authors  open  new  vistas  of  art  as  found  on  pap- 
al medals.  It  will  stir  up  controversery  with  Italian  auth- 
ors such  as  Dr.  Franco  Bartolotti  who  is  renowned  for  his 
scholarly  work  on  The  Annual  Papal  Medals  - Pope  Paul  V to 
Pope  Paul  VI  - 1605  to  1967.  The  authors  bring  forth  new 
information  (in  English)  and  open  doors  of  inquiry;  one  in 
particular  (shown  above  in  the  illustration  of  Clement  VII, 
a Medici,  shows  Biblical  Joseph  with  his  11  brothers.  Pro- 
fessor Whitman  indicates  that  it  represents  the  "lifting  of 
the  siege  of  Florence  in  1529".  while  Luckhius  in  his  lo21 
work  attributes  this  same  medal  to  commemoration  of  the 
Treaty  of  Cognac  in  1526.  F.  Mazio,  Director  of  the  Ital- 
ian mint,  in  1822,  attributes  the  engraving  to  the  flamboy- 
ant Benvenuto  Cellini.  It  is  most  likely  the  work  of  Gio- 
vanni Bemardi  da  Castel  Bolognese.  This  scholarly  work 
should  whet  the  mental  appetites  of  all  who  read  this  enjoy- 
able trip  into  history.  With  all  copies  ordered,  I will 
enclose  a photostat  of  the  page  from  Luckhuis  giving  his 
attribution  of  the  commemorative  nature  of  the  medal  which 
is  illustrated  above. 


- Information  from  Edward  A.  Jencius 
************************************************************ 

THE  COPPER  COINAGE  OF  TSAR  PETER  I,  I7OO-I725  by  A. A.  Ilyin, 
1918.  62  pp.,  3 plates,  card  covers.  Reprinted  by  the 

Russian  Numismatic  Society.  Written  in  Russian  (not  English). 
Available  from:  Russian  Numismatic  Society  (RNS),  P.0.  Box 
3013,  Alexandria,  Virginia,  USA  22302.  $12  ($10  to  NI  & RNS 

members) . 


After  two  thirds  of  a century,  this  RNS  reprint  of  Ilyin's 
1918  work  on  the  post-reform  coinage  of  Peter  I (the  Great) 
in  copper  remains  the  fullest  available  work.  Ilyin  class- 
ifies some  1600  varieties  and  illustrates  113  of  them.  The 
Grand  Duke  Georgii  Mikhailovich  (Romanov)  would  eventually 
have  listed  about  as  many*  - for  his  published  years  alone 
he  catalogues  (&  in  many  cases  illustrates!)  1226  varieties. 
BF  Brekke's  streamlined  treatment  of  the  subject  compresses 
the  Petrine  copper  into  about  one-fifth  of  Ilyin's  entries. 
His  illustrations  are  far  more  comprehensive. 

Ilyin  conforms  to  the  general  stylistic  convention  followed 
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by  cataloguers  of  Russian  coinage  from  Pansner  in  the  1830s 
to  Brekke  in  our  time.  He  provides  price  estimates  which 
serve  as  a good  parallel  to  his  rarity  ratings. 

In  happier  circumstances,  this  book  would  have  included 
Peter's  gold  & silver  coins  as  well.  As  such,  it  had  been 
planned  as  the  third  & concluding  volume  of  the  Giel-Ilyin- 
Tolstoi  trilogy  covering  1801-1904,  1725-1801  and  1700-1725. 
Tolstoi's  untimely  death  in  1916  and  the  disruptions  of  the 
second  decade  of  our  century  intervened. 

Ilyin's  book  came  out  in  1918,  virtually  under  state  of  siege 
He  resorted  to  all  manner  of  field  expedients  to  get  it  pro- 
duced at  his  cartographic  works.  The  plates  are  of  good  pre- 
war quality,  but  the  near  absence  of  typographic  facilities 
led  him  to  commit  the  textual  part  to  a meticulous  longhand 
script.  Ilyin  warns  that  his  coverage  stops  short  of  a full 
census  of  dies;  with  the  limited  illustrative  resources,  he 
concentrates  on  classification  by  readily  recognized  features 
such  as  punctuation  (rosettes,  dots,  crosses  etc.)  and  legend 
His  organization  and  descriptions  use  to  the  best  possible 
advantage  the  austere  format. 

The  longhand  Russian  text  is  largely  tabular.  Still,  only 
poetic  license  could  support  the  notion  that  the  reader 
untutored  in  Russian  could  easily  catch  the  gist.  Most  col- 
lectors interested  in  Peter's  coppers  will  continue  to  make 
do  perfectly  comfortably  with  Brekke' s judicious  and  reas- 
oned coverage.  For  the  rare  collector  who  appreciates  orig- 
inal Russian  sources  and  is  equipped  to  exploit  them,  the 
present  reprint  is  offered  as  an  in-depth  background  hereto- 
fore unavailable  in  practical  terms.  In  the  Landry  sale, 
the  cataloguers  were  so  unfamiliar  with  the  book  that  they 
threw  it  away,  lumped  in  with  a lot  of  trivia. 

- Reviewed  by  Ran  Zander 

*********************************** ************************ 

INDIA,  SMALLER  RUPEE,  1983 

by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1539 

The  government  of  India  has  reduced  the  size  of  the  cupro-nickel  1 -rupee 
coins  from  28  to  26  millimeters.  The  newer  coins  are  of  the  same  type 
as  the  previ ous  i ssue  except  that  they  have  a raised  seven-sided  rim  on 
both  sides.  The  purpose  of  this  polygonal  rim  is  to  distinguish  the 
new  rupees  from  the  older  50-paise  coins  which  are  24mm  in  diameter. 

The  smaller  rupees  have  security  edges  like  the  older,  larger  pieces. 

The  rupee  is  currently  equal  to  8.7  cents  U.S.  funds. 


************************************************************************ 


GERMAN  11 D"  MINT 

As  of  1975  the  familiar  "D"  mint  mark  appears  on  the  historical  coins 
of  the  Bavarian  royal  issues,  German  Empire  coins,  and  the  modern 
Deutsches  Bundesrepublik  coins  - all  striking  was  done  in  the  same 
building  since  1839.  The  building  itself  has  been  there  since  1563! 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


Zyamunt  Wons,  ul . Hirszfelda  6-m20,  02-776  Warszawa,  Poland:  I'm  inter- 

ested in  trading  coins  and  banknotes.  I collect  all  the  countries  of 
Europe  and  North  America  for  the  20th  century  period.  Please  write  for 
my  list  of  duplicates,  while  sending  your  list,  if  possible. 


Jeff  Evans,  Rt.  1,  Box  175A,  Streetman,  TX  75859:  I would  like  to  know 

the  value  of  a bronze  commemorative  medal  from  the  first  modern  Olympics 
held  in  Athens,  Greece,  1896.  The  International  Olympic  Committee  inform- 
ed me  that  twenty  thousand  of  the  medals  were  issued  to  participants  and 
others  in  attendace  at  the  games.  Any  information  that  anyone  can  provide 
will  be  greatly  appreciated. 


ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatver, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  sufficient 
for  insurance  or  regi stration , if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution  Com- 
mittee, P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  U.S.A. 


John  L.  Pieratt,  2535  S.  Hydraulic  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  for  my 

study  collection.  One-half,  one-quarter  Eight  Reales  used  in  Cochin  China. 
Annam  Seed/Mother  Cash.  Minors,  Crowns  French  Indo  China  variety/errors , 
die  cracks,  double  hubs,  off  metal,  non  alignment  digits,  overdates,  etc. 
FIC  Piastre  1926  out  serif  - one  of  any  grade. 


John  L.  Pieratt,  2535  S.  Hydraulic  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  to  know 

about  Indo  China  1919/1920  10  cent,  20  cent  San  Francisco  mint  with  no 
indication  of  value  in  wreath  or  weight,  engraver  or  mintmark.  These 
were  rejected  by  the  locals  because  of  no  value  on  them,  then  returned 
to  S.F.  mint. 


************************************************************************* 


COSTA  RICA,  25  CENTIMOS,  1983 


by  John  DeMarais  3 Lincoln 3 Nebraska , NI  #1539 


The  25-centimo  piece  has  been  reduced  to  17mm  from  its  former  23mm 
module.  Like  the  larger  25-centimo  pieces  of  1982,  the  smaller  1 983- 
da  ted  coin  is  struck  in  aluminum.  The  design  of  the  small  coin  is 
unchanged  from  the  traditional  Costa  Rican  pattern.  It  is  moderately 
thick  and  has  a reeded  edge  which  will  help  distinguish  it  from  the 
18mm  aluminum  10-centimo  pieces  of  1982  which  had  smooth  edges  and 
were  thin.  The  former  25-centimo  piece  was  the  same  diameter  as  the 
new  stainless  steel  2-colones  which  was  issued  in  1982. 


************************************************************************ 


EVEN  THEN! 


The  castle  of  Barwald,  not  far  from  Krakow,  Poland,  was  the  site  of  a 
clandestine  mint  four  centuries  ago.  A lady,  Katarczna  Wlodkowa,  was 
reportedly  responsible,  and  for  this  she  was  sentenced  to  death  in  1458. 
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